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An Examination of Population Changes, 1970-1980 
The data for this article were 
tabulated under the supervision of 
Dr. Paul Lee, Dr. Armin Ludwig, 
and Mrs. Peggy Hein; analysis of 
the data was made by Dr. Murray 
Frost and Dr. Armin Ludwig. 
THE SHARP LOSS OF POPULATION east of 42nd Street being reported 
in the preliminary 1980 Census data for 
Omaha was indicated in earlier studies 
of intra-urban migration conducted by 
CAUR.1 The sharp increase of population 
west of the Omaha city limits is indicated 
in the most recent study of intra-urban 
migration data reported below. 
The earlier study of intra-urban migra-
tion focused on movement in the 1973-
7 5 period from each of six subareas in 
Omaha to the other subareas. This stud~ 
indicated a net intra-urban migration 
loss for the two subareas east of 42nd 
Street and a smaller net loss for the 
Northcentral subarea between 42nd and 
72nd Streets north of Dodge. The South-
central subarea showed a slight net gain 
of households while the two subareas 
west of 72nd Street had large gains. 
Eastern Areas Continue Loss 
Data for intra-urban migration in 
1976-1979 in Omaha indicate a con-
tinued loss for the eastern part of the city 
and a continued gain for the suburban 
areas. The subareas were redrawn in 1976 
creating three new suburban subareas 
extending the boundaries of this study 
area to 180th Street and the norther.n 
county line. This change in the study 
area prohibits comparisons of the 1973-
75 data with the 1976-79 data, but 
analyses of data over the four-year 
period since 1975 clearly indicate an 
increase of intra-urban migration to the 
new western suburban subareas outside 
of the Omaha city limits. A continued 
net intra-urban migration loss for the 
eastern part of the city is also seen. 
A new pattern of intra-urban migra-
tion was also noted. The Northwest sub-
TABL E 1 
area (from 72nd Street to 108th Street 
and from Dodge to Fort) shifted from 
being a major recipient of net intra-urban 
migration to showing no net change 
(i.e., as many households left for other 
parts of the Douglas County study area 
as were attracted to it from elsewhere in 
the study area). 
Table 1 presents a matrix of intra-
urban household moves for the 1976-79 
period. It indicates a shift of 5,105 house-
holds across subarea boundaries. Almost 
as many households (4,983) changed 
their residences but remained within the 
same subarea. Table 1 shows the ex-
change of households between subareas. 
For example, the Northeastern subarea 
lost 525 households to the Northcentral 
subarea and received 3 79 households 
from there. 
Table 2 and Map 1 indicate the net 
exchange of households among all sub-
areas in the 1976-79 period. These data 
indicate that the Northeast, Southeast, 
and Northcentral subareas lost more 
households than they gained from other 
INTRA-URBAN HOUSEHOLD MI GRAT ION BY OMAHA SUBAREAS, 1976-79 
Destination 
North- South- North- South- North- South- Northcentral Northwest Southwest Total 
Origin east east central central west west Suburban Suburban Suburban Out-Migration 
Northeast (1,568) 249 525 78 111 63 7 43 5 1,081 
Southeast 2 15 (1.458) 201 293 6 1 183 0 29 27 1,009 
Northcentral 379 144 (877) 133 262 161 12 115 4 1 1,247 
Southcentral 41 144 108 (220) 69 172 0 23 21 578 
Northwest 22 18 111 28 (182) 115 6 89 43 432 
Southwest 34 51 64 58 76 (563) 3 64 157 507 
Northcentral 
Suburban 4 1 3 1 4 4 (1 ) 5 6 28 
Northwest 
Suburban 4 5 28 12 30 36 3 (64) 21 139 
Southwest 
Suburban 1 4 13 2 4 46 2 12 (50) 84 
Tota l 
In-Migration 700 616 1,053 605 6 17 780 33 380 32 1 5,105 
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MAP 1 
NET INTRA-URBAN HOUSEHOLD MIGRATION, 1976-79 
The number in the parentheses in each circle means the net gain or loss in that subarea. The small numbers 
represent the net migration between the two subareas connected by the arrows. The dotted line represents the 
Omaha city limits. 
TABLE 2 
NET INTRA-URBAN HOUSEHOLD M IGRATION BY OMAHA SUBAREAS, 1976-79 
Destination 
North- South- North- South- North- South- Northcentral Northwest Southwest Net Loss (-) or 
Origin east east central central west west Suburban Suburban Suburban Gain(+) 
Northeast XXX -34 -146 -37 -89 -29 -3 -39 -4 -381 
Southeast +34 XXX -57 -149 -43 -132 +1 -24 -23 -393 
Northcent ral +146 +57 XXX -25 -151 -97 -9 -87 -28 -194 
Southcentral +37 +149 +25 XXX -41 -114 +1 -11 -19 +27 
Northwest +89 +43 +151 +41 XXX -39 -2 -59 -39 +185 
Southwest +29 +132 +97 +114 +39 XXX +1 -28 -111 +273 
Northcentral 
Suburban +3 -1 +9 -1 +2 -1 XX -2 -4 +5 
Northwest 
Suburban +39 +24 +87 +11 +59 +28 +2 XXX -9 +241 
Southwest 
Suburban +4 +23 +28 +19 +39 + 111 +4 +9 XXX +237 
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TABLE 3 
NET INTRA-URBAN HOUSEHO LD MIGRATION BY YEAR AND OMAHA SUBAREA, 1976-79 
1976 1977 
Northeast -113 -90 
Southeast -122 -80 
Northcentral -50 -34 
Southcentral +14 +8 
Northwest +90 +80 
Southwest +96 +68 
Northcentral Suburban +4 +3 
Northwest Suburban +28 +19 
Southwest Suburban +53 +26 
Total Net 
In-Migration or 
Out-Migration (:!:) 285 204 
parts of the study area in this four-year 
period. Net losses ranged from 194 for 
the Northcentral subarea to 393 for the 
Southeast. The other six subareas had net 
migration gains which ranged from five 
(Northcentral Suburban) to 273 (South-
west). 
Table 3 shows the net gains or losses 
from intra-urban migration for each of 
nine subareas in each of the four years 
from 1976 to 1979. These data clearly 
indicate a shift of net migration to the 
suburban areas outside of the city limits. 
For instance, the Northwest Suburban 
subarea accounted for 9.8 percent of the 
nt:l intra-urban migration gain in 1976 
but 29.5 percent in 1978 and 47.7 per-
cent in 1979. The Southwest Suburban 
subarea also exhibited an increase from 
1976 (18.6 percent of the net intra-urban 
migration gain) to 1979 (29.4 percent). 
Northwest and Southwest Subareas 
Show Smaller Gains 
The two suburban subareas which 
were largely within the city limits- the 
Northwest and Southwest-showed a 
decline in their proportions of the net 
intra-urban migration gain. The South-
west subarea accounted for 33-34 percent 
of the net intra-urban migration gain in 
1976 and 1977 but only 22-23 percent 
in 1978 and 1979. The Northwest declined 
from a net in-migration of 90 (or 31.6 
percent of the net migration gain) in 
1976 to 15 (or 7.2 percent) in 1978. In 
1979 it was in the position of having its 
in-migration and ou e-migration balance 
(i.e., no net gain or loss). 
The Southcentral subarea shifted from 
being a recipient of net migration (a net 
of 14 in-migrants or 4.9 percent) to 
showing a net migration loss (a net of 
four out-migrants or 1.4 percent). 
The eastern subareas continued to 
show a large net migration loss (e.g., the 
Northeast had a net loss of 113 house-
Number Proportion of Total Net In-Migration or Out-Migration 
1978 1979 1976 
-80 -98 -39.6 
-86 -105 -42.8 
-38 -72 -17.5 
+9 -4 +4.9 
+15 0 +31.6 
+46 +63 +33.7 
-3 +1 +1.4 
+61 +133 +9.8 
+76 +82 +18.6 
207 279 
holds-or 39.6 percent of the net migra-
tion loss- in 1976 and 98 households or 
3 5.1 percent in 1979). The Northcentral 
subarea showed an increased net migra-
tion loss (50 or 17.5 percent in 1976 to 
72 or 25.8 percent in 1979). 
More Research Needed 
Future research is needed which 
focuses both upon the causes of these 
intra-urban migration patterns (e.g., what 
has been the impact of busing in the 
Omaha Public Schools system?) as well 
as the effects (e.g., what has been the 
impact of large population gains outside 
of the Omaha city limits?). Similarly, 
more knowledge is needed about the 
people involved in intra-urban migration, 
about those remaining in their areas, and 
about new arrivals in Omaha as well as 
about those who left the area. Some of 
these analyses will be possible when 
further census data are released, but some 
may require new sources of data such as 
attitude surveys. 
1Paul S. T. Lee, "Intra-Urban Migration 
and Omaha's Westward Expansion," Review of 
Applied Urban Research, Vol. 4, No.3 (March, 
1976). 
21ntra-urban migration in these analyses 
refers to the movement of households from one 
subarea of the Omaha study area t o another 
subarea. Any references to gain or loss of 
households are I imited to intra-urban migration 
and do not refer to new households entering 
the Omaha area or Omaha households leaving 
the area. 
Move Delayed 
Due to construction workers' strikes 
this summer, completion of the new 
Kiewit Conference Center downtown has 
been delayed. CAUR was scheduled to 
move its offices there July 1, but plans 
are now being made to move in Sep-
tember. 
1977 1978 
-44.1 
-38.6 
-39.2 -41.5 
-16.7 -18.4 
+3.9 +4.3 
+39.2 +7.2 
+33.3 +22.2 
+1.5 -1.4 
+9.3 +29.5 
+12.7 +36.7 
DR. DIMARTINO 
GOES TO JAPAN 
1979 
-35 .1 
-37 .6 
-25.8 
-1.4 
0 
+22.6 
+.4 
+47.7 
+29.4 
David R. DiMartino, research associate 
at CAUR, has been invited to present and 
to publish a paper, "The Impact of 
Current Socio-demographic Forces on 
National Settlement Systems," at the 
24th International Geographical Congress 
to be held in Japan in August. Co-author 
of the paper will be Dr. Robert Sinclair. 
Dr. DiMartino will remain in ] apan 
for three months under a Fulbright 
Commission travel grant to initiate a 
collaborative research program between 
CAUR and Shizuoka University, UNO's 
sister institution. The research program 
will focus on human service delivery 
systems. 
CAUR RECEIVES 
THREE TITLE I GRANTS 
The Center for Applied Urban research 
has received three Title I grants, one of 
them a higher education grant for the 
purpose of developing a training course in 
business and financial management and 
personnel administration for day care 
center directors in Nebraska. 
Another grant is for a project entitled 
"Mid-Life Career Planning for Nebraska 
Rural Women." The third grant is for a 
community goal achievement workshop 
to help neighborhood organizations 
establish a working relationship with city 
government. 
CUIUA CONFERENCE 
TO BE HELD HERE 
The Council of University Institutes of 
Urban Affairs (CUIUA) will hold its 1981 
annual national conference in Omaha. 
The conference will take place at the 
new downtown Kiewit Conference Center 
March 25-28 with the Center for Applied 
Urban Research at UNO as host. 
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OMAHA'S WESTWARD EXPANSION 
Intra-Urban Household Migration in Omaha, 1976-79 
Omaha's westward expansion has caused major 
concerns among city planners and elected officials. 
However, information is lacking about the degree to 
which this change has occurred and what might have 
caused it. The revelations of the preliminary 1980 
Census on housing and population provide the oppor-
tunity to examine the relative changes in population 
and housing among various sections of Omaha and the 
significance of these changes. This information is of 
prime importance for local government in planning 
city-wide public services and in formulating future 
policies in regard to growth. 
For purposes of data presentation, the total area of 
Omaha, including Ralston and the portion of Douglas 
County within Omaha's three-mile territorial juris-
diction, is classified into nine sections or subareas as 
shown in Map 1. Table 1 shows population and house-
hold changes among various sections of Omaha from 
1970 to 1980. Figure 1 depicts the same changes as 
shown in Table 1. Examination of the table and the 
figure reveals that striking changes have occurred in 
Omaha for the past ten years. For example, the North-
eastern section of Omaha, the most populous area in 
1970, has lost more than 25,000 persons in the past 
decade while the Southwest section of Omaha, ranking 
fourth in population in 1970, emerged as the first in 
number of persons in 1980, gaining more than 18,000 
persons in the past ten years. All of the subareas east 
of 72nd Street except the Northcentral Suburban area 
(NCS), have experienced a loss of population ranging 
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from 11.0 percent in Southcentral to 32.1 percent in 
the Northeast. Not a surprise, then, is the finding that 
all subareas west of 72nd Street have gained popu-
lation, ranging from 12.1 percent, in the Northwest to 
668.5 percent in the Southwest Suburban (SWS). 
Changes in housing in Omaha follow similar patterns 
as does population. Again, the Northeast section of 
Omaha experienced the greatest loss in housing-more 
than 5,000 units in the last decade- while the South-
west section of Omaha has gained more than 12,000 
new housing units, the largest gain among all subareas 
in Omaha. This area, bounded on the east by 72nd 
Street, on the west by 144th Street, Dodge Street on 
the north, and Harrison Street on the south, including 
most of the Millard school district and ranking fourth 
in number of housing units in 1970, emerged as the 
largest bedroom community in the Omaha metro-
politan area. As expected, the Southwest Suburban 
section (SWS), where most new subdivisions were 
developed in the last five years, has gained 4,5 51 new 
housing units, representing a 1,282.0 percent increase 
during the last decade. 
Overall, Omaha, as defined in this article, has 
experienced a net loss of 7,070 in population but a 
net gain of 23,650 new households. As a result, the 
average size of household has become smaller. This 
is shown in the far-right column of Table 1. The small 
size of households IS a dominant phenomenon in all 
sections of Omaha. 
Paul S. T. Lee 
FIGURE 1 
POPULATION CHANGES BY SUBAREA, OMAHA 
1970-1980 
lill2l 1980 
D 191o 
Subarea Northeast S<lutheast Northcentral Southcentral Northwest Southwest Northcentral Suburban Northwest Suburban Southwest Suburban 
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TABLE 1 
POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD CHANGES BY SUBAREA. 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 1970-1980 
Population Housing Unit Person Per Household 
I I Change (1980-1970) I 1980 I Change (1980-1970) I I Change Subarea 1970 1980 Number Percent 1970 Number Percent 1970 1980 (1980-1970) 
NE 78,619 53,382 -25,237 
-32.1 27,857 22,733 -5,124 -18.4 2.82 2.35 -0.47 SE 78,575 60,877 -17,698 
-22.5 30,969 28,808 -2,161 -7.0 2.54 2.11 -0.43 
NC 70,771 60,880 9,891 ·14.0 23,587 24,616 +1,029 +4.4 3.00 2.47 -0.53 
sc 41,095 36,573 
-4.522 -1 1.0 13,157 14,610 +1,453 +11.0 3.12 2.50 -0.62 NW 32,909 36,899 +3,990 +12. 1 9,805 14,721 +4,916 +50.1 3.36 2.51 -0.85 SW 65,233 83,393 18.160 +27.8 18,083 30,39 1 t12,308 +68.1 3.61 2.74 -0.87 NCS 4.411 5,684 1,273 +28.9 1,218 1,896 +678 +55.7 3.62 3.00 -0.62 NWS 7,055 19,859 12,804 +181.5 1,846 7,846 +6,000 +325.0 3.82 2.54 -1 .29 SWS 2, 102 16,153 +14,051 +668.5 355 4,906 +4,551 +1.282.0 5.92 3.29 -2.63 
--- --- --- -- --- --- ---
--- -- -- --
Total 380,770 373,700 -7,070 
-1.9 126,877 150,527 +23,650 +18.6 3.00 2.48 -0.52 
Washin ton Co. 
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llarnson St. Douglas Co. 
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Omaha 
This map shows the boundaries of the nine subareas into 
which Omaha has been divided. These areas were redefined in 
1976 because the growth of the suburban areas outside of the 
city limits became apparent. The new suburban areas-South-
west Suburban, Northwest Suburban, and Northcentral Sub-
urban- basically lie outside of the city limits. C/\UR's moni-
,._ 
Dodge Sr. 
sc 
Subareas 
toring of demographic economic indicators, therefore, covers 
Douglas County from the Missouri River to 180th Street. It 
curren tJ y does not include the rapidly growing Sarpy County 
area, nor docs it cover the communities and areas witJ1in 
Douglas County west of 180th Street. 
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